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CAS  100-41-4 
 
Substance name Ethylbenzene 

 
Toxicity 
 
Ethylbenzene is classified as a carcinogen by authoritative sources.1,2,3   Evidence is based on liver and 
kidney toxicity in rodents, kidney tumors in rats, and lung and liver tumors in mice.4  Ethylbenzene can 
produce developmental effects in rabbits, mice, and rats although these effects may be secondary to 
maternal toxicity.4   
 
Exposure 
 
Ethylbenzene is a high production chemical used primarily in the production of styrene monomer, with 
smaller amounts used to make several other chemicals.4   Ethylbenzene is present at up to 25% in mixed 
xylenes which are used as solvents in many products.3   Ethylbenzene was detected in consumer product 
testing by the Danish EPA in marker pens, slimy toys, and children’s tents.5   It was also listed on the 
MSDS of lacquer applied to wooden toys at 1-2.5%.5   Ethylbenzene was detected widely in the blood of 
the general U.S. population.6 
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